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(■111 of a fouialp (queen) ; viewed from above, with prominent but rounded humeral 
angles and a distinct constriction or concavity on each side of the body anterior 
to the insertions of tlie front j)air of wings. 

Described from four females collected at Spanaway, Wash., and 
two females from Tenino, Wash. The females from Tenino are 
.similar to those from Spanaway except that they are lighter in color. 



CHRYSIS FUSCIPENNIS BE., A KECENT ADVENTIVE WASP IN 
WASHINGTON, D. C, FROM THE OLD WORLD 

(IIymknoi'Tera, Chrykiridak) 

Recent captures of Chrysis (Chri/,<ii.i) fvncipcnnin Brulle in Wa.sliington, I). C, 
indicate that it is now an established member of the Nearctic fanna. The first 
specimen, a female, was cauglit alive by T, P. C.'issidy in an office of the South 
Building of the Departnu'nt of Agriculture in downtown Washinglon on .July 
28, 1!)53. A pair was taken by Miss Hazel Wharton in an ofllice of the sauu; 
building on June 8 and 27, 19.56. I captured another female when it flew into 
•an oflfice in the TJ. S. National Museum on June 2(), ]i15(). Thi.s species lias a widi! 
distribution in the Old World, where it occurs in the eastern half of the Palao- 
arctic Region, and in the Oriental and Australian Regions. Several years ago it 
hocamo established in Hawaii (Peuiberton, l!).'i2, Proc. Hawaii. Ent. 8oc. H: 3()0). 

C. fuscipcnnis has been recorded as a parasite of Euviene.t conica (P.) in Ijidia 
(Bingham, 1899. Jour. Bombay Nat. I-list. Soc. 12: 586). No advontivo 
cumenino wasps have been captured in Washington, and the host species of the 
chrysidid in this area are unknown. However, the chrysidid i)resuinably could 
elToct its development on any of our native mud-daubers such as llie s|leci(^s of 
Eumencs, Sceliphron, Chah/hion, or I'rypoxylon jiolitum Say. 

C. fiMciprnnli may be distinguished readily from any of our native species by 
tlic following comliin.ation of characters: very dark wings; malar space 0.4 
times as long as first segment of antenna! flagellum; facial concavity punctate, 
the punctures confluent in transverse rows; anterior ocellus enclosed by a semi- 
circular ridge arising from the straight transverse facial ridge; dorsal length of 
head a little greater than pronotal length; lateral margin of third abdominal tcr- 
gum slightly concave or sinuate; and apical teeth of third tergum short and olituse, 
the median teeth closer to each other than to the lateral teeth. — Kari, V. Kkom- 
BFAK, TSnlomolOffy Rr.icarch liranch, TJ. S. /ffpartmcnt of Afiricnltnrr, ll'iishhirj- 
ton, D. C. 



BOOK REVIEW 

DIE WANDERAMEISEN DER NEOTEOPISCHEN REGION, by Thomas 
Borgmeier. Studia "Entomologica Nr. 3, 716 pp., 87 plates, lil55. Kditora 
Vozes Limitada, Petropolis, R. J., Brazil. Price .iily.OO. 

It is fortunate that so difficult a group of ants as this should have been revised 
liy one who is not only an accom|)]ished niyrniecologist but a scholar ami editor 
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as well. Tj€Kifni;i'T ii'its differ fioiii most ants in that tin; worker, female anil 
male of a siioi-ies l)eiir little or no rosemhlaiiec to each other. The female i.s wing 
less aiul somewhat termitiform in .appearance, the male vvasplike. Since it i.> 
impossible to a.ssocJate the various castes of a species without eolleetintj tliciii 
from the s.nme colony, the describing of species from a .Hiirf,'le caste aloiie has re- 
sulted in numerous errors of synonymy. In addition to such difficulties, provioiis 
American workers have been greatly handicapped by the fact that most of the 
types of our legionary ants are in European Museums. Tn revising the Kroup lb. 
Borgmcier has very conscientiously and patiently attcuii)ted to sec the type of 
every described form. Fortunately he was able to examine approximately W 
percent of the types; tho.se that he did not see were either dstroyed, lost or mis- 
placed. Even with the great amount of synonymy that he was able to accomplish, 
there are at present 140 foims recognized as valid, the names of many of wliirh 
rest on t> single caste alone! When all the castes of these 140 forms are kiuinn 
it would not be surprising if the total number of valid forms is not reduced to Ii'ii. 

Dr. Borgnieier's r(!vision js oue of the liirgest and most comprehensive that hji.i 
ever appeared ou ;iuts ;iud will r(MU:rin for'ever as a niouunu'iit to his ende;ivour.s. 
K.xaniination will show th.'it he has carefully considered every a.spect that an 
excellent revision should include. There are keys for the known castes of idl 
forms from subspecies to tribes, A large number of the forms jire fortunatcl.v 
figured once or more. The known castes of every form :uc .adequately deacriheil 
and the repository of the type stated, tfuder each form there is a statement con 
corning material studied and the general distribution of tluit form. There lire 
also remarks on variation aufi biology. Bibliographical references are ar- 
ranged chronologically in order to cover all important changes in the taxoaoniir 
status of a form such a.s synonymy, new combinations, etc. The reader will \v 
especially jileased to note that Tir, Borgmcier has quoted not only the original 
description of each form but the original description of every syuonyniizcd form 
.■IS well! The revision is carefully indexed. T would have preferred, however, to 
list the page number of the text treatment of each form at the proper place in flu- 
key rather than in the index at the back of the publication. A statement con- 
cerniug the general distribution of a form might be helpful in an approprinte 
plac(^ in tlu' ke.v. In addition to the subjects mentioned, the revision contains in 
the general introduction such sub.iects as methods and techniques, source-s "f 
m.a-terial for the study, acknowledgements, relationships and limits of varioin 
taxonomic categories, status of subspecies and varieties, and a general di.iciiH.sifin 
of systematiCR. Any publication, regardless of its excellence, must nece.s.sarily con 
tain a certain number of errors. I have especially noted these in reference to 
names of localities a)id individuals. 

What Borgmeiiu- has .accomplished for the taxonomy of the legionary ants. Ilr. 
T. C. Schucirla has done for their biology, so th.at either aspect of the group is 
now well known. Their work will form dependable corner stones on which fiitun- 
contributions can easily lie added. 

The publications of both men should not only lie in the libraries of all myriiic- 
cologists but in every department of biology and al.so in general libraries tli;i( (;iv.- 
consideration to biological siib.jects, — Mabion R. Smith, liiilomDlor/i/ Kisi;in-I, 
IhoiK'li, U. S. Ih^jiiirimi'iil of Aiiricullinc, ira.s-liirifiloii. I). ('. 



